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Dental Treatment Precedent to a Covered 
Medical Procedure 

Special Instructions for Submitting Requests for Dental Treatment 
Precedent to Medical Procedures for Adult Beneficiaries 

Effective July 1,2009, most optional adult benefits were eliminated as stated in Denti-Cal Bulletin, 
Volume 25, Number 22, May 2009. That bulletin explained the exceptions that would still apply to 
adults 21 years and older. One of the exceptions includes dental treatment precedent to a covered 
medical procedure. Beneficiaries may receive dental services that are necessary (precedent) in order 
to undergo a covered medical service. This bulletin is intended to provide clarification concerning 
this exception and includes instructions on how to properly submit these requests. 

The majority of these dental services are covered under the Federally Required Adult Dental 
Services (FRADS) listed in the Provider Handbook, Section 4: Treating Beneficiaries, Table 1. 

A precedent dental service that is not on the list of FRADS requires a TAR and will be evaluated 
and adjudicated on a case-by-case basis. 

A precedent dental service is one that is medically necessary in order for a medical procedure to be 
performed. Virtually all precedent dental services are for the improvement or elimination of 
transient bacteremia (the presence of bacteria in the bloodstream of the patient). 

Watch Your Mail for Denti-Cal Update 
Postcards! 

Continued on pg 2 

Beginning March, 2013, active billing providers will receive green colored postcards 
throughout the year announcing program and website updates. Upon receipt of the postcard, make 
sure to go to the Denti-Cal website at www.denti-cal.ca.gov for the latest program updates, 
bulletins, seminar schedules, and much more! 
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CORPORATE CREDIT OR DEBIT ENTRY ADDENDA RECORDS NOW 

AVAILABLE FOR ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFERS 
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Ortho Seminars: This specialized seminar for orthodontists addresses all aspects of the Denti-Cal orthodontic program, including 
enrollment and certification, completion of billing forms, billing procedures and criteria and policies specific to Denti-Cal orthodontic 
services. 

Workshops: Workshops provide the inexperienced billing staff a hands-on opportunity to learn about the Medi-Cal Dental Program's 
policies and procedures. 

For more information on seminars, go to the Provider Seminars page on the Denti-Cal website: 

www.denti-cal.ca.gov/WSI/Prov.isp?fname=SeminarHome 

There you can read seminar descriptions, view the current seminar schedule, and register for seminars in your area. 
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