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Provisions of the Affordable Care Act Create 
New Medi-Cal Provider Application Screening 
and Enrollment Requirements 
On January 1, 2013, California Senate Bill 1529, which implements sections of the Affordable Care 
Act of 2010 that pertain to Medicaid provider screening and fraud prevention, becomes effective in 
State law. At such time, the laws that the Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) must follow 
when reviewing provider applications for participation in the Medi-Cal Dental Program (Denti-Cal) 
will change. A summary of the provider screening and enrollment changes in the California Welfare 
and Institutions Code that become effective January 1, 2013, follows. 

Provider Screening Level Requirements 

Effective January 1, 2013, Denti-Cal will screen all applications, including applications for new 
practice locations, and any applications received in response to a continued enrollment or 
revalidation of enrollment request, based on a categorical risk level of “limited” or “high” as 
required in 42 CFR Section 455.450. 

High-Risk Criteria Applicant to All Providers 

In addition to those provider types designated as “high” categorical risk in 42 CFR Section 424.518, 
any applicant/provider will be elevated to the high-risk level if any of the following conditions apply: 

 Payment suspension that is based on a credible allegation or fraud, waste, or abuse 

 Existing Medicaid overpayment based on fraud, waste, or abuse 

 Exclusion by OIG or another State’s Medicaid program within the previous 10 years 

 A Moratorium was lifted within the previous six months prior to applying and the applicant/
provider would have been prevented from enrolling due to the Moratorium 
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If the Denti-Cal Program concludes that a provider is to be screened at the “high” categorical risk, the provider will be subject to a fingerprint 
submission, criminal background checks, and on-site inspections. Failure to submit fingerprints (W&I Code Section 14043.26) or allow  
Denti-Cal onto the provider’s business location for an on-site inspection will result in a denial of the enrollment application (W& I Code 
Section 14043.7(a)). 

Denti-Cal is developing new processes and procedures to implement the fingerprint requirements as mandated by W&I Code Section 
14043.38. Denti-Cal will publish a provider bulletin within 60 days of the date on which Denti-Cal receives written Federal guidance on this 
new requirement. 

Screening by a Medicare Contractor, Another State’s Medicaid or CHIP Program 

42 CFR Section 455.410 permits Denti-Cal to rely on the results of the provider screening performed by Medicare contractors and the 
Medicaid or CHIP programs of other states. Providers who have already been screened by Medicare contractors or the CHIP or Medicaid 
programs of other states will need to provide acceptable verification in the form of an official dated notice for the enrolling agency that 
specifies the provider’s legal name and physical business address. Providers who have been screened in the “high” categorical risk and have 
been required to submit fingerprints will also need to provide verification of screening completed within the previous 12 months by a 
Medicare contractor or Medicaid or CHIP program of another state. 

Denial and/or Termination of Enrollment 

As of January 1, 2013, the Denti-Cal program will have the authority to deny or terminate the participation of providers who meet the 
following criteria. 

 W&I Code Section 14043.28 subsection (a) is amended to specify that Denti-Cal may not impose a three-year reapplication bar in cases 
when a provider’s enrollment is terminated based on that provider having been terminated by Medicare or any other State’s Medicaid or 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) 

 W& I Code Section 14043.36 at subsection (b) contains an additional cause for the denial of a provider application or deactivation of a 
currently enrolled provider based on the applicant or provider having been terminated under Medicare or the Medicaid or CHIP of any 
State. 

Revalidation of Enrollment 

The Denti-Cal Program would like to remind providers of the revalidation requirement as directed by the Affordable Care Act (ACA). 
Providers will be notified by Denti-Cal about their forthcoming revalidation beginning in 2013. For more information on the revalidation of 
enrollment, please see Provider Bulletin Volume 28 Number 14 and upcoming bulletins in 2013. 
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